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Why Connect Cards?

Without great intentionality from the
leader, Bible studies will digress into
merely a hangout time for Christians
without a sense of direction.

There’s certainly times for hanging out, but a
Bible study serves other important functions in
“equipping the saints.” Bible study is a fime to
study God’s Word, to pray as a community, to
connect with one another, and to receive some
aspect of equipping in the work of ministry.

Connect Cards ensures that each of these
components is addressed and provides ideas
to do them well. So you'll find resource cards
for each category: Scripture, Prayer, Commu-
nity, and Mission. Each time you meet, draw
a card from each of the four categories, and
those four cards should make for a balanced,
fruitful study.

When the deck is done? The template will
be in your head and you can write your own.



The Connect Cards are a tool to ac-
company Bible studies but can be
used to supplement many other events
or group meetings. The sky is the limit.
The deck has four essential elements: Con-
nect with Scripture (for the leader), Connect
with God (prayer), Connect with Each Other
(group interaction), and Connect with the
Mission (ministry).

> First, if you are the Bible Study leader,
read through the Scripture cards on your
own. These will simply provide you with
some necessary skills and perspective.

> Then, each week during your small
group Bible Study, chose one card from
each of the remaining sections. You
will use these to help teach and train
your group.

how it works pI



Here’s the approximate time each of the
cards takes:

P Mission (blue): 15 minutes
P Prayer (orange): 10 minutes
» Each Other (green): 2-3 minutes per person

Many of the cards refer to TheConnect-
Cards.com website. Make sure to read the
cards ahead of fime and that you have in-
ternet access.

If your time is short, just do a couple of the
categories (e.g. Connect to Prayer, Con-
nect to Each Other). Keeping consistent with
these 4 Bible study components is important,
but adapt when you need to.

how it works P2
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connect 2
TO THE MISSION

Gospel Tools

% How would you summarize the gos-
pel message?

> Read through the “Knowing God Person-
ally” booklet (as a group or individually)

% What are the advantages of using
the KGP? The disadvantages?

% Why is it important o give someone
the opportunity to respond—right
then and there—to the gospel?

% How did you personally come to the
point of decision?

> Who is someone in your life you can
share this with this week? Take a min-
ute to pray and find a time to invite
them to get together this next week.

» Additional Resource: Pick one of the training
videos to watch at TheConnectCards.com
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TO THE MISSION

Starting A Spiritual Conversation

One obstacle to meaningful spiritual
conversations is the transition from sur-
face-level tfopics to matters of substance.

% What was the most meaningful
conversation you had recently with
someone who wasn’t a Christian?
What did you talk about?

% How do you bring conversations to
a deeper level?

% Which of these transitions would be
most natural for you to use?

» What is your religious background?

» Where are you now on your spiritual journey?

» Do you find yourself moving toward God,
away from God, or staying about the same?

> In conversations this week, try asking
one or two of these questions and
see how it goes.
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TO THE MISSION

Gospel Transitions

% What caused you to see your need
for Christ and give Him control?

% Who shared the Gospel with you?
How did they broach the subject?

% Can you think of a greater decision
than surrendering to Christ?

In order to lead someone to Christ there are
four hurdles to overcome in a conversation.
1. Get into a normal conversation.
2. Transition to a spiritual conversation.
3. Transition to sharing the Gospel.
4. Ask for a decision.

%k Which hurdle is the hardest for you
to overcome?

> Come up with a question to help you
jump each hurdle. Memorize your
questions and fry to use it this week
in a conversation.
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TO THE MISSION

Answering Objections To The Gospel

In spiritual discussions, people usually
raise the same handful of questions:
» Why does God allow evil and suffering?
» How can you trust the Bible?
» What happens to people who have never
heard about Jesus?
» Why would a loving God send people to hell?
» How can Jesus be the only way?

% Providing answers to objections to
faith is called apologetics. Has any-
one been asked any of these? What
did you say?

> Each person choose a question and
come up with a helpful response to
share with the group.

» Recommended resources:
EveryStudent.com, carm.org,
GotQuestions.org, ReasonableFaith.org
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TO THE MISSION

The Great Commission
> Read MATTHEW 28:16-20

% Why has this passage been called
The Great Commission?

> Divide the group in half. One half watches
the “Living on Purpose for the Glory of God”
video while the other half watches “The
Great Commission in our Daily Lives” at
TheConnectCards.com

> After watching the videos, have
someone from each group explain
the video to the other group. Then
discuss the following questions:

% How canyou live out the Great Com-
mission in your daily life?

% How can you continue to grow in
your ability to share the gospel and
disciple others?
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Sharing Your Story
> Read JOHN 4:27-42

Reaching out to the village, the woman
simply shared her experience of coming
to know Jesus. Our personal story can be
a powerful ministry tool.

A simple way to tell your story is to think of
three key words: one that summarizes your
life before Christ (addicted, manipulative,
etc.); one that describes how you came to
know Christ (friend, Bible, efc.); and one
that describes your life now, after coming
to know Christ (forgiving, hopeful, etc.).

> Write down your three words.

> Write a two-sentence explanation
for each.

> Pair up and practice telling it.

> Look for an opportunity this week to
share it.
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Social Media And The Gospel

We live and share the gospel in a very
different world from 1st century Chris-
tians and technology is a big part of
that difference.

% What sort of evangelistic media
have you seen? What was effective
about it? What wasn’t?

%k Have you ever sent a link to a video,
sermon, or article to someone? How
did they respond?

> Have the group go to EveryStudent.com on
their phones, browse the site, and share
their thoughts.

% How could you make better use of
social media in sharing your faith?
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